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Health  Department , 

123,  High  Street , 
Lowestoft. 


Your  Worship  The  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  Borough  for  the  year  1952. 

A  perusal  of  this  report  will  reveal  that  much  useful  work  has 
been  done  by  your  officers.  The  year  was  comparatively  free  from 
sickness,  as  shown  by  statistics  kindly  supplied  to  the  Department 
by  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance.  Small 
epidemics  of  Measles  and  German  Measles  occurred  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  affecting  chiefly  the  child  population  and  more 
Scarlet  Fever  has  been  notified  this  year  than  for  some  time,  but 
the  cases  were,  generally  speaking,  mild.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  report  that  again  we  have  been  free  from  any  outbreaks  of  Food 
Poisoning  and  that  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  within 
the  Borough. 

The  Department  itself  has  had  several  major  staff  changes. 
We  were  very  sorry  to  lose  two  long-established  servants  in  Miss 
W.  Large  and  Mr.  A.  Isherwood.  Miss  Large  had  been  a  Health 
Visitor  for  many  years  in  Oulton  Broad  and  was  known  to  everyone 
there.  Mr.  Isherwood,  has  for  many  years  been  responsible  for 
the  continual  improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough, 
and  his  wise  council  and  kindly  manner  will  be  much  missed  by  all 
in  the  Department.  We  wish  both  these  officers  a  long  and  happy 
retirement.  Mr.  Isherwood’s  place  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Cormack,  who  joined  the  Department  in  Septem¬ 
ber  from  Grimsby.  Miss  Large’s  place  was  not  filled  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Mrs.  H.  James  resigned  from  the  Department  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  her  place  as  Chief  Clerk  being  taken  by  Mr.  R.  Capon. 

I  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  as  before,  of  thanking  you 
for  your  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Arthur  C.  Gee, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1953. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Totals 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

614 

314 

300 

Illegitimate 

34 

17 

17 

648 

331 

317 

Comparative 

Lowestoft 

Figures  for 

England  and  Wales 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000 

estimated 

resident 

population 

mid- 1952 

14.99 

15.3 

Stillbirths 

Rate  per 

1,000  total 

(live  and 

still) 

births 

30.8 

22.6 

Total 

Male 

Female 

20 

15 

5 

Deaths  per  1,000  estimated  pop¬ 
ulation  11.08  11.3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under 
One  Year  of  Age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  18.5  27.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  —  — 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

live  births  18.5  — 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  — 

Comment  on  Vital  Stastics 

A  further  fall  in  the  birthrate  has  taken  place  this  year.  The 
figures  for  the  Borough  since  the  war  are  as  follows  : — 

1946—907,  1947—1020,  1948-837,  1949—716,  1950—703, 
1951—693,  1952—648. 

The  steady  fall  since  the  immediate  post-war  peak,  is  thus  seen 
to  be  continuing  and  this  year  the  birthrate  has  fallen  below  that 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  figure  shown  for  stillbirths  this  year  is  considerably  higher 
than  the  comparative  one  for  England  and  Wales,  and  is  higher  than 
that  for  the  past  few  years  in  the  Borough.  One  must  be  careful 
in  interpreting  “  rates  per  1,000  ”  in  those  instances  where  very  few 
numbers  are  involved,  as  an  increase  or  decrease  of  only  a  few  may 
show  up  as  what  appears  to  be  an  alarming  increase  in  incidence. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


The  Home  Help  Service  provided  domestic  help  for  expectant 
mothers,  and  aged  and  chronic  sick  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  the 
previous  year.  Altogether  help  was  provided  for  197  cases  compared 
with  160  cases  in  1951.  The  number  of  enrolled  Home  Helps  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  74  compared  with  39  at  the  end  of  1951. 
The  total  hours  of  help  provided  amounted  to  37,259  hours. 


Analysis  of  Help  Provided 

Maternity  Tuberculosis  Old  Age  Sickness 
No.  of  cases  assisted  71  9  59  58 


Hours  Worked 


Maternity  Tuberculosis  and  Old  Age 
Other  Sickness 


6,300  19,189  11,770 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 


The  attendances  at  the  three  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough 
show  a  marked  decrease  compared  with  those  for  1951.  This  can 
be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  fall  in  the  birth  rate  and  also  the  fact 
that  much  of  the  infant  population  has  now  shifted  to  the  south¬ 
western  part  of  the  town  and  thus  it  is  further  for  the  mothers  to 
take  their  children. 


Infant  Welfare  Centre  Attendances 


1952 

0-1 

1-5 

Connaught  House 

1929 

795 

Southwell  Road 

1377 

159 

Oulton  Broad 

606 

75 

Total  attendances  at  three  Centres 
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Total 

0-1 

1951 

1-5 

Total 

2724 

2812 

764 

3576 

1536 

1464 

310 

1774 

681 

636 

138 

774 

4941 

6124 

Antenatal  Clinics 

Attendances  at  the  Borough  Antenatal  Clinics  numbered  883 
compared  with  951  in  1951  and  997  in  1950 

The  Postnatal  and  Family  Planning  clinics  have  been  continued, 
27  attendances  being  recorded  for  the  former  and  84  attendances 
for  the  latter.  This  latter  figure  shows  an  increase  of  27  over  the 
1951  figure. 

Health  Visiting 

The  total  number  of  visits  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors 
within  the  Borough  was  13,064  compared  with  16,537  in  1951.  The 
difference  in  these  figures  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
nobody  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  retirement 
of  Miss  Large. 

District  Nursing  and  Midwifery 


Number  of  attendances  made  by  district  nurses 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

23,395 

25,909 

33,878 

50,137 

Number  of  deliveries  attended  by  district  midwives 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

480 

397 

461 

548 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  Health  Committee  authorised  the  department  to  run  a  stand 
at  the  Home  and  Trades  Exhibition  organised  by  the  Lozvestoft  Journal 
in  March.  The  theme  of  this  stand  was  the  “  Clean  handling  of 
Food  ”  and  through  the  co-operation  of  the  Public  Plealth  Laboratory 
at  Norwich,  a  very  interesting  series  of  exhibits  was  assembled. 

The  stand  was  a  very  popular  one  and  must  have  been  visited 
by  thousands  of  people.  Great  interest  was  shown  in  the  exhibits 
and  the  whole  department  did  duty  at  one  time  or  another,  endeavouring 
to  answer  the  many  questions  put  to  them. 

I  would  like  to  record  here  my  appreciation  to  my  staff  for  the 
help  given  in  making  this  stand  so  successful.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  this  type  of  publicity  is  one  of  the  best  ways  of  getting  over  to 
the  public  the  elementary  facts  of  health  matters.  Through  the 
co-operation  of  the  organisers  of  this  Exhibition,  a  number  of  films 
of  medical  interest  were  included  in  the  daily  film  shows,  and  these 
too  provided  valuable  instruction  in  such  matters  as  babycraft, 
psycological  difficulties  of  infants,  food  poisoning  and  so  on. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
during  the  year  1952  together  with  the  figures  for  1951. 


Disease 

1952 

1951 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

63 

14 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

3 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

1 

2 

Dysenterv 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

16 

11 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

65 

Measles 

550 

430 

Last  year  one  had  to  report  the  notification  of  the  first  case  of 
diphtheria  for  five  years.  This  year,  a  further  three  cases  have  been 
notified. 

There  may  be  a  number  of  reasons  for  the  re-appearance  of 
diphtheria  in  our  midst,  but  one  cannot  help  feeling  that  one  important 
factor  is  the  continuing  fall  in  the  percentage  of  the  child  population 
who  have  been  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

The  National  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign  commenced 
some  ten  years  ago,  and  according  to  a  recent  article  in  “  The  Lancet,” 
it  is  estimated  that  this  country  has  already  been  saved  the  lives  of 
10,000  children  and  .£10  million  in  the  cost  of  hospital  treatment. 
Most  of  this  early  work  was  done  by  the  Public  Health  Service.  Now 
that  the  General  Practitioner  is  being  encouraged  to  interest  himself 
in  preventive  medicine,  one  is  having  to  rely  more  and  more  on  public 
demand  and  on  encouragement  from  the  family  doctor  himself,  to 
keep  the  high  level  of  immunisation  up.  Unfortunately,  the  public 
conscience  is  not  sufficiently  strong,  and  too  few  General  Practitioners 
are  yet  interested  enough  in  preventive  medicine  to  organise  their 
own  “  immunisation  drives,”  so  that  the  proportion  of  children 
immunised  continues  to  fall.  One  cannot  do  more  than  ask  that 
all  parents  will  see  that  their  children  are  immunised  in  early  infancy 
and  that  the  General  Practioners  will  encourage  such  parents  on  their 
lists  to  co-operate  in  this  matter. 
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Food  Poisoning. 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year, 
one  being  due  to  paratyphoid  organisms  and  one  being  dysentery. 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 

Borough 
Males 
Pulm.  Non- 

Females 
Pulm.  Non- 

Total 

( 1 )  Number  of  cases  on  Register 
at  commencement  of  year 

132 

Pulm. 

34 

103 

Pulm. 

22 

291 

(2)  Number  of  cases  notified 
under  Regulations  of  1930 
for  first  time 

12 

4 

12 

2 

30 

(3)  Number  of  cases  Restored 
to  the  Register  during  the  year 

1 

_ 

1 

(4)  Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  during  the  year 
Otherwise  than  by  Noti¬ 
fication 

6 

1 

6 

13 

(5)  Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year 

12 

2 

12 

3 

29 

(6)  Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  end  of  year 

138 

37 

110 

21 

306 

LOWESTOFT  AND  DISTRICT  T.B.  CARE  COMMITTEE 

The  Lowestoft  and  District  T.B.  Care  Committee  continued 
to  meet  regularly  under  the  chairmanship  of  Dr.  M.  Johns.  The 
help  provided  continued  on  much  the  same  lines  as  previous  years, 
but  at  Christmas  it  was  found  possible  to  provide  a  total  of  56  patients 
with  £l’s  worth  of  groceries.  This  was  in  addition  to  the  cases 
that  had  been  helped  throughout  the  year  by  the  provision  of  coal, 
etc.  The  committee  also  continued  to  help  relatives  of  patients 
by  accepting  the  financial  responsibility  for  the  fares  incurred  when 
visiting  the  sanatoria. 


STATISTICS. 


Area  (including  foreshore)  (Acres)  .  .  5,495 

Population  at  1931  Census  .  .  .  41,768 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid- 1952  .  43,240 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books 

at  31st  December,  1952  .  .  .  12,705 

Rateable  value — 31st  December,  1952  .  .  £279,550 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1952/53  £1, 103  4s.  4d. 
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The  following  meteorological  summary  is  afforded  by  courtesy  of 
the  Meteorological  Observer. 
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Highest  Maximum  86  degrees  30th  June.  Lowest  Maximum  31  degrees  15th  December. 

Lowest  Minimum  19  „  28th  January.  Highest  Minimum  63  „  2nd  July  &  12th  August. 


Sunshine 

Sun  hours  exceeded  the  yearly  normal  by  26.5  hours. 

Sunniest  day,  Wednesday,  21st  May — 14.6  hours. 

Rain 

Greatest  fall  on  a  day — 2.12  inches  on  the  15th  August. 

Rain  exceeded  the  yearly  normal  by  2.82  inches. 

Date  of  last  ground  frost  of  the  Spring — 29th  April. 

Date  of  first  ground  frost  of  the  Autumn — 15th  November. 
Ground  frost  did  not  occur  between  the  above  dates. 

Snow  completely  covered  the  ground  on  eight  days  during  the  year. 
Station  inspection  by  Air  Ministry — 28th  July. 

Barometer  Readings 

Highest  :  30.652  on  5th  February,  1952  (attached  thermometer 
63  degrees). 

Lowest :  28.900  on  31st  January,  1952  (attached  thermometer 
65  degrees). 

Sunless  days — 52.  During  the  period  April  to  September  (inclusive) 
there  were  only  four  sunless  days. 

Rain  days  (i.e.,  0.2  millimetres  or  more) — 182. 


Winds  (to  eight  points  of  the  Compass) 

Month  N.  NE.  E.  SE.  S.  SW.  W.  AW.  Calm  Totals 


J  anuary 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

8 

8 

31 

February 

6 

3 

1 

7 

S 

4 

29 

March 

2 

5 

3 

5 

6 

5 

3 

2 

31 

April 

1 

3 

5 

5 

6 

3 

4 

2 

1 

30 

May 

2 

2 

7 

7 

6 

3 

1 

3 

31 

June 

1 

6 

4 

3 

8 

8 

30 

July 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

9 

8 

1 

31 

August 

2 

3 

4 

1 

10 

4 

7 

31 

September 

2 

4 

4 

5 

4 

11 

30 

October 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

3 

6 

9 

31 

November 

2 

2 

2 

4 

6 

5 

9 

30 

December 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

9 

5 

10 

31 

25 

31 

36 

37 

28 

61 

65 

81 

2 

366 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Lowestoft  Water  &  Gas  Co.  Ltd.  The 
average  daily  consumption  is  1,616,000  gallons  per  day  and  the  daily 
consumption  per  head  (domestic  and  trade  combined)  is  36  gallons. 

Monthly  samples  of  the  water  are  submitted  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  and  the  reports  show  that  the  supply  is 
pure  and  wholesome,  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


8 


A  summary  of  the  reports  on  four  of  the  samples  is  as  follows  : — 


REPORT  ON  FOUR  SAMPLES  OF  WATER 


Chemical. 

Mar. 

June 

Sept. 

Dec. 

Appearance 

Bright  with  very  few 

r  mineral  particles. 

Colour 

10  Less  than  10  Less  than  10  4 

p.H  . 

7.3 

7.4 

7.4 

7.3 

Electric  Conductivity  . 

445 

460 

460 

500 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  54 

62 

53 

44 

Hardness  :  Carbonate 

95 

115 

115 

125 

Non- Carbonate  85 

150 

70 

90 

Total 

180 

265 

185 

215 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

2.8 

1.2 

1.2 

1.6 

*Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.013 

0.003 

0.003 

0.023 

*  Albuminoid  Nitrogen . 

0.063 

0.064 

0.075 

0.091 

Metals.  Iron  . 

0.12 

0.05  Less  than  0.03  0.03 

Other  Metals 

Nil 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Turbidity 

Less  than  3 

Nil 

Less  than  3 

3 

Odour 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  . 

7 

*7 

/ 

7 

9 

Total  Solids 

300 

310 

310 

335 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate 

95 

115 

115 

125 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Less  than 

Approx. 

Less  than 

Approx. 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

0.90 

0.90 

1.8 

1.5 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

0.05 

*To  convert  to  ammonia 

multiply  by  1.21. 

Bacteriological. 

No.  of  colonies  developing  on  agar. 

1  day  at  37°c. 

0  per  ml. 

0  per  ml. 

0  per  ml. 

Oper  ml. 

2  days  at  37°c. 

0  per  ml. 

0  per  ml. 

0  per  ml. 

2perml. 

3  days  at  20°c. 

0  per  ml. 

0  per  ml. 

1  per  ml. 

8  per  ml. 

B.  Coli  not  found  in  100 

cc.  in  any 

analysis. 

Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes  Reaction.  Absent  from  100  ml. 
Cl.  Welchic  Reaction.  Absent  from  100  ml. 


Statutory  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  amended 
by  the  Water  Act,  1945,  was  necessary  to  obtain  the  installation  of 
a  piped  water  supply  to  four  houses  in  Beccles  Road  (this  was  pending 
at  the  end  of  1951).  The  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Corporation 
in  default  of  compliance  by  the  owners. 

An  extension  of  the  mains  supply  in  Gilpin  Road  was  carried 
out  on  payment  of  a  lump  sum  of  £130  by  the  Corporation.  This 
enabled  connections  to  be  made  at  a  reasonable  cost  to  eleven  houses 
where  the  existing  means  of  supply  was  by  wells  and  pumps. 

Connections  were  made  by  ten  of  the  owners  and  formal  action 
is  pending  in  the  case  of  the  remaining  house. 
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The  work  of  requiring  that  all  the  houses  within  the  Borough 
shall  possess  a  wholesale  supply  of  water  in  pipes  within  the  house 
is  continuing,  excepting  where  the  property  is  of  a  poor  structural 
standard  and  not  worthy  of  improvement.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
object  will  have  been  achieved  within  the  next  few  years. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  scheme  for  providing  main  drainage  in  the  South  Lowestoft,. 
Carlton  Colville  area  in  conjunction  with  Lothingland  R.D.C.  did 
not  progress  much,  but  it  is  hoped  that  Ministerial  approval  will 
be  received  during  1953. 

There  are  204  houses  within  the  Borough  using  pail  closets 
and  these  are  emptied  twice  weekly  by  the  Corporation  employees. 

The  cesspools  in  the  Borough  of  which  there  are  approximately 
230  are  emptied  by  mechanical  cesspool  emptiers.  Some  of  these 
cesspools  are  emptied  weekly  whilst  others  only  need  attention  twice 
yearly.  Sewage  from  these  cesspools  is  discharged  into  a  sea  outfall 
chamber. 

Public  Cleansing 

During  the  year  approximately  11,000  tons  of  refuse  was  removed 
and  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Burnt  Hill  Pit,  Beccles  Road. 
The  refuse  was  collected  from  13,100  premises,  34  men  being  employed 
with  7  refuse  vehicles.  Burnt  Hill  Pit  was  a  major  source  of  rat 
infestation  during  the  year  and  needed  constant  treatment  by  the 
Corporation’s  Rodent  Operatives.  Tipping  had  been  carried  out 
above  the  level  of  the  adjoining  roadway  and  field  and  this,  together 
with  the  fact  that  the  tip  near  the  edges  was  not  well  compacted, 
provided  ideal  conditions  for  harbouring  rats.  In  the  early  part  of 
1953  tipping  will  be  finished  at  Burnt  Hill  Pit. 

73  tons  of  waste  paper  were  salvaged. 

Of  the  13,100  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected,  12,962 
had  a  weekly  collection,  67  twice  weekly,  31  three  times  per  week, 
2  four  times  per  week  and  38  five  times  per  week. 

Street  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  23  orderlies  and  a  mechanical 
gulley  emptier  is  used  for  routine  cleansing  of  street  gullies.  This 
gulley  emptier  is  also  used  for  cesspool  emptying  when  the  need 
arises  to  supplement  the  cesspool  emptier  which  is  operated  full  time. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Three  Rodent  Operatives  are  employed  in  the  town  and  they 
were  kept  busy  throughout  the  year.  The  total  number  of  premises 
in  the  Borough  is  15,316  and  3,513  properties  were  inspected.  Of 
these,  1,322  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  and  551  infested  with 
mice.  Treatments  were  carried  out  at  all  these  premises.  Increased 
use  was  made  of  “  Warfarin  ”  and  it  was  found  that  complete  clearance 
of  rats  and  mice  was  possible  by  using  this  poison. 
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A  systematic  survey  of  the  whole  of  the  Borough  was  commenced 
in  November,  1952.  The  survey  started  at  the  north  of  the  town 
and  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  survey  during  1953.  In  this  survey, 
1,586  premises  including  allotments  and  waste  ground  were  inspected 
and  rats  were  found  in  189  cases,  mice  64  and  both  rats  and  mice 
at  4  premises.  Treatments  were  carried  out  within  one  week  of  the 
initial  survey  and  any  defective  drains  or  rat  proofing  needing  attention 
were  dealt  with  at  the  same  time. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  considered  a  report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  costs  of  treatments  carried 
out  at  business  premises.  It  was  found  that  a  loss  was  being  incurred 
in  treating  business  premises  for  a  fixed  annual  payment  and  as  from 
January,  1953,  the  charge  for  business  premises  will  be  at  the  rate 
of  5  /Id.  per  hour,  this  figure  being  inclusive  of  labour  and  materials. 

Two  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  carried  out,  in  April  and  Nov¬ 
ember.  All  the  manholes  were  baited  in  the  November  treatment 
and  there  were  takes  at  137  of  the  693  manholes  baited.  As  would 
be  expected  the  worst  infestations  are  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town. 

Eradication  of  Vermin. 

79  premises  were  disinfested  for  bugs,  fleas  or  cockroaches. 
“  Gammexane  ”  liquid  and  powder  insecticides  were  used  effectively 
in  all  cases. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Several  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  smoke 
nuisance  from  factory  chimneys.  One  of  the  causes  of  smoke  nuisance 
is  the  using  of  unsuitable  fuel.  Unfortunately,  factory  owners  are 
unable  to  choose  their  own  fuel  which  they  know  by  experience  to 
be  suitable  for  use  in  their  boiler  plants.  The  Ministry  of  Fuel  and 
Power  are  always  willing  to  send  one  of  their  technical  advisers  to 
inspect  boilers  causing  smoke  nuisance.  Advantage  was  taken  of 
this  service  and  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  efforts 
made  by  the  adviser  who  visited  Lowestoft ;  not  only  did  he  offer 
information  on  how  the  stoking  should  be  done,  but  he  took  off  his 
coat  and  did  a  practical  demonstration  ! 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

Two  samples  of  water  from  the  swimming  bath  in  Nicholas 
Everitt  Park  at  Oulton  Broad  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  to  the  Public  Heath  Laboratory  at  Ipswich.  The  reports 
on  both  these  samples  were  satisfactory. 
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OULTON  BROAD 


Samples  of  the  water  at  Oulton  Broad  were  taken  on  the  13th 
August,  1952.  Sample  No.  1  was  taken  near  the  Barrel  Buoy,  30  yards 
South  of  Corbetts  Quay  and  Sample  No.  2  from  the  centre  of  the 
Yacht  Station. 

The  Analysts  reports  are  set  out  below  : — 


Parts  per  million 


O.B .  1. 

O.B.  2. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  . 

0.08 

0.10 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  . 

0.30 

0.34 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  . 

1,590 

1,690 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.  27°C.) 

3.91 

4.23 

Biochemical  Oxygen  Demand  (5  days) 

7.5 

8.5 

Suspended  solids 

19 

14 

pH  .  .  .  .  8.2  (alkaline)  8.4  (alkaline) 

Appearance  (Both  samples)  : — Faint  yellow  colour.  Deposit  of 
decayed  vegetable  matter. 

These  results  are  similar  to  those  obtained  last  year,  in  the  sense 
that  the  sample  taken  from  the  Yacht  Station  is  slightly,  but  not 
markedly,  more  polluted  than  the  other  sample.  There  is  not  much 
difference  between  this  year  and  last  in  the  degree  of  pollution  ;  the 
oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  is  a  little  higher  than  before 
but  the  albuminoid  ammonia  and  Biochemical  Oxygen  Demand  are 
less.  The  salinity  of  the  present  two  samples  is  nearly  twice  that  of 
last  year,  but  this  can  of  course  be  accounted  for  by  variations  in  the 
state  of  the  tide. 


FACTORIES  ACT 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  most  concerned  at  the  state 
of  the  pickling  plots  at  Hamilton  Road  and  Whapload  Road  owned 
by  the  Corporation  and  reported  upon  them  to  the  Health  Committee. 

These  plots  are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  a  Welfare  Order 
gazetted  in  September  14th,  1920.  The  various  requirements  were 
considered  by  a  sub-committee  of  the  Parks  and  Properties  Committees 
and  inspections  made  of  the  two  sites  whilst  work  was  in  progress. 

The  sub-committee  with  the  officials  concerned  together  with 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  met  a  depuation  of  the  fish  curers  at 
the  Town  Hall.  As  a  result  of  the  deliberations  of  this  sub-committee 
the  Council  have  decided  to  concentrate  all  the  pickling  plots  in 
Hamilton  Road  and  build  a  modern  welfare  block  to  include  all  the 
amenities  required  by  the  Welfare  Order. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  building  will  be  ready  for  use  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  East  Anglian  herring  season. 
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The  annual  statistical  report  on  factories  is  as  follows  : — 
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OUTWORK .  ( Sections  110  and  111). 
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Carding,  etc.,  of  Buttons,  etc. 


HOUSING 


Notices 

Informal  notices  served 

284 

Statutory  notices  served 

158 

(Public  Health  Act 

101 

Housing  Act 

48) 

(Lowestoft  Corporation 

Act  7 

Factories  Act 

2) 

Statutory  notices  complied  with 

94 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  as  a  result 

of  informal  action 

171 

Public  Health  Act 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  by  owners  .  .  .  .  .  4 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  1 

Housing  Act  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices. 


(a)  by  owners  .  .  .  .  .  58 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  .  .  .  8 


Fifteen  houses  were  reported  on  as  individual  unfit  houses  and 
action  was  pending  in  the  case  of  14  of  these  houses  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  the  remaining  case  the  owner  gave  an  undertaking  not  to 
use  the  house  again  for  human  habitation. 

The  defects  remedied  and  nuisances  abated  included  : — 


Accumulations  cleared 

3 

Houses  cleansed 

2 

Animals  (nuisances  abated) 

1 

New  water  supplies 

pro- 

Ceilings  repaired 

31 

vided 

4 

Cesspools  repaired 

5 

Rainwater  pipes  repairs 

and 

Chimneys  repaired 

25 

renewals 

26 

Cooking  stoves  repaired  . 

14 

Roofs  repaired 

70 

Cooking  stoves  renewed . 

14 

Sinks  provided . 

7 

Doors  and  frames  repaired 

22 

Soil  pipes  repaired 

and 

Dustbins  provided 

58 

renewed 

6 

Drains  repaired 

19 

Stairways  repaired 

7 

Drains  cleared  (involving 

Wall  plaster  repaired 

46 

324  houses) 

77 

Walls  (brickwork)  repaired 

24 

New  drains  constructed  . 

5 

Wash  boilers  repaired 

10 

New  inspection  chambers 

Wash  boilers  renewed 

6 

built 

5 

Waste  pipes  repaired 

and 

Dampness  abated 

54 

renewed 

5 

Eavesgutters  repaired 

8 

Water  closet  conversions 

1 

Eavesgutters  renewed 

35 

Water  pipes  and  taps 

re- 

Fireplaces  repaired 

17 

paired 

2 

Fireplaces  renewed 

7 

Water  closet  repairs 

51 

Floors  repaired 

26 

Window  repairs 

55 

Floors  renewed 

13 

Yard  repaired  and  repaved 

8 

Handrails  renewed 

4 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


Supervision  of  the  food  shops  has  been  maintained  and  repairs  or 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  by  informal  action  in  most  cases. 
It  was  necessary  to  take  legal  action  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  against  one  shop  keeper.  He  was  prosecuted  and  found  guilty 
on  each  of  10  charges  relation  to  the  filthy  shop,  unsound  food,  etc., 
and  fined  a  total  of  £84.  This  shop  has  since  changed  hands  and  is 
now  satisfactory  in  every  respect. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the  public  should  have  continued 
to  trade  at  this  food  shop  which  was  filthy  in  the  extreme,  when  they 
could  have  purchased  their  various  commodities  from  well  ordered 
shops  staffed  by  clean  and  efficient  assistants. 


ICE  CREAM 

There  are  6  registered  manufacturers  and  153  premises  regis¬ 
tered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Most  of  the  retailers  are  selling  pre¬ 
packed  ices. 

Twenty-four  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination  and  all  the  samples  were  satisfactory  for  fat  content, 
solids  not  fat  and  sugar. 

Twenty-four  samples  were  also  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Ipswich  for  bacteriological  examination  and  were 


provisionally  graded  as  follows  : — 

Grade  One  .  11 

Grade  Two  .  5 

Grade  Three  .  5 

Grade  Four  .  3 


Grades  one  and  two  are  considered  to  be  satisfactory  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  the  ice  cream  sampled  from  Lowestoft  manu¬ 
facturers  was  all  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were 
manufactured  outside  the  district  and  the  manufacturers  concerned 
were  notified  of  the  unsatisfactory  reports. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 
Registrations  and  Licenses  issued  : — 

Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Retail  Premises  .  17 

Number  of  Registered  Milk  Distributors .  35 

Number  of  Licensed  Dealers  in  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  14 

Number  of  Licensed  Dealers  in  Pasteurised  Milk  10 

Number  of  Licensed  Pasteurisers  .  .  .  2 
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70  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 


and  the  results 

are  set  out 
Tuberculin 

below. 

Pasteurised 

Tuberculin 

Raw 

No.  of  Samples 

Tested 

21 

15 

Tested  /Past. 
15 

19 

Satisfactory 

17 

14 

15 

13 

Unsatisfactory 

4 

1 

— 

6 

Four  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  6  samples  of  raw  milk 
failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  one  sample  of  Pasteurised  milk 
failed  the  Phosphatase  test.  Although  there  is  no  legal  standard  for 
raw  milk  these  milks  were  tested  to  the  standard  of  accredited  milk, 
such  standard  should  not  be  difficult  for  a  dairyman  to  maintain. 

A  disturbing  feature  of  the  pasteurised  and  T.T.  Pasteurised 
milks  is  that  of  the  30  samples  taken,  16  samples  showed  B.  Coli.  to  be 
present.  In  an  attempt  to  eliminate  the  B.  Coli.  in  the  milk,  check 
sampling  at  different  points  of  production  was  made  and  it  was  found 
that  the  milk  was  being  contaminated  after  pasteurisation.  It  is  of 
prime  importance  that  all  dairy  equipment  coming  into  contact  with 
milk  should  be  properly  cleansed  and  sterilized,  more  particularly  the 
milk  bottles,  as  these  are  a  common  source  of  contamination. 

79  samples  of  milk  were  examined  in  the  laboratory  at  the  Health 
Department  for  the  fat  and  solids  not  fat  content.  71  were  satisfactory 
and  8  unsatisfactory.  Follow  up  samples  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples 
were  all  found  to  be  genuine. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  carcases  and  offals  of  6,312  animals  were  inspected  at  the 
slaughterhouse  at  Old  Market  Plain. 

The  sanitary  inspectors  had  to  carry  out  this  work  in  very  poor 
conditions  and  the  Chief  Sanatary  Inspector  reported  on  these  con¬ 
ditions  to  the  Health  Committee  in  October.  As  a  result  of  this 
report  a  meeting  was  arranged  between  the  Area  Slaughterhouse 
Agent  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Alderman  Miss  J.  Mann,  Chairman  of 
the  Health  Committee  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Area 
Slaughterhouse  Agent  was  in  full  agreement  with  us  that  the  Slaughter¬ 
house  was  far  from  satisfactory  from  the  structural  point  of  view  and 
particularly  so  owing  to  its  location  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is 
quite  obvious  that  the  building  does  not  merit  any  further  expenditure 
upon  it.  It  was  suggested  that  a  joint  meeting  be  arranged  between  the 
adjoining  Authorities  with  a  view  to  pressing  the  Ministry  to  build  a 
modern  abattoir  to  serve  the  needs  of  this  area. 
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The  tabulated  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 
and  particulars  of  condemnations  are  set  out  below  : — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1132 

202 

1058 

2245 

1675 

Number  Inspected 

1132 

202 

1058 

2245 

1675 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  — 

3 

6 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

309 

85 

18 

222 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

27.38% 

43.56% 

0.56% 

0.84% 

13.37% 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

2 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

78 

31 

42 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

7.06% 

17.32% 

— 

— 

2.50% 

10  tons,  6  cwts.,  3  qrs.,  11  lbs.  of  meat  was  found  to  be  diseased 
and  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the  same  was  removed  by  a 
local  firm,  to  be  used  for  the  manufacture  of  tallow  and  meat  and  bone 
meal. 

Meat  Transport 

All  meat  is  transported  to  the  butchers  shops  by  private  con¬ 
tractors  to  the  Ministry  of  Food.  None  of  the  vehicles  used  in  this 
area  are  properly  equipped  for  the  hanging  of  carcases,  the  meat  being 
placed  on  hessian  on  the  floors  of  the  lorries  and  then  stacked  one 
quarter  or  carcase  upon  another.  It  is  time  that  these  vehicles  were 
properly  modernised. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Sixty-seven  formal  samples  and  11  informal  samples  of  food  and 
drugs  were  aubmitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination. 

The  nature  and  numbers  of  the  samples  taken  are  set  out  below  : — 

Formal 

Baking  powder  1,  beef  sauage  3,  bi-carbonate  of  soda  2,  cakeoma  1, 
cheese  spread  1,  cooking  fat  1,  cornflour  1,  creamola  pudding  mixture 
1,  cup  kaff  1,  custard  powder  3,  dressed  crab  1,  essence  of  rennet  1, 
flour  1,  french  mustard  1,  gelatine  1,  gelatine  powder  1,  ginger  wine 
essence  1,  golden  raising  powder  1,  gravet  1,  ground  coffee  and  chicory 
1,  ground  ginger  1,  ham  and  tongue  paste  1,  horseradish  1,  horse¬ 
radish  (powdered)  1,  hot  chocolate  1,  icefoam  crystals  1,  instant 
sunchoc  1,  jelly  cream  1,  lemon  cheese  1,  lemon  squash  1,  lemon 
sweet  spread  1,  luncheon  meat  1,  malt  vinegar  1,  marshmallow  creme 
1,  meat  pie  1,  meringue  maker  1,  mincemeat  2,  morfat  1,  orange 
marmalade  1,  pepper  flavoured  compound  1,  pickle  1,  pork  sausage  4, 
raspberry  jam  1,  rice  1,  saffron  cake  flour  1,  salmon  spread  1,  shredded 
beef  suet  1,  sweetened  cake  mix  1,  suet  1,  table  jelly  1,  vinegar  2* 
vitacup  1,  whisky  2,  white  pepper  1,  yeast  2. 

Informal 

Candied  peel  1,  coffee  essence  1,  cough  syrup  1,  malt  extract 
and  caramel  flavouring  1,  milk  1,  mincemeat  1,  pepper  1,  self-raising 
flour  2,  stewed  steak  1,  vinegar  1. 

Of  the  67  formal  samples  examined,  the  analyst  reported  that  64 
were  genuine.  The  three  non-genuine  samples  were  vinegar,  pork 
sausage  and  custard  powder.  Regarding  the  vinegar,  this  was  found 
to  be  52.8%  deficient  in  acetic  acid.  The  vendor  was  prosecuted  and 
fined  £4.  A  prosecution  was  also  taken  against  the  vendor  of  the 
pork  sausages,  the  analyst  reporting  that  the  meat  content  was  only 
54.6%  instead  of  the  minimum  65%.  The  case  was  dismissed. 
The  custard  powder  was  the  subject  of  correspondence  between  the 
Town  Clerk,  the  Public  Analyst  and  the  manufacturers  and  after 
considering  the  various  reports  the  Town  Council  decided  that  no 
further  action  was  necessary.  In  February  a  butcher  was  prosecuted 
for  selling  in  December  1951,  sausages  which  contained  38.7%  meat 
as  against  the  minimum  50%.  He  was  fined  £ 2  and  16/-  costs. 

Of  the  1 1  informal  samples,  ten  were  genuine.  The  non-genuine 
one  was  milk.  A  formal  sample  was  not  taken. 
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LOWESTOFT 

PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  the  Year 

1952 


Staff : 

Port  Medical  Officer  : 

Arthur  C.  Gee,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 


Port  Health  Inspectors  : 

A.  Isherwood,  c.R.s.i.,  M.s.A.i.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector 

(Retired  5th  September,  1952) 

H.  Cormack,  c.R.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector 
(Commenced  6th  September,  1952) 

F.  W.  Y.  Buckley,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  Cert  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector 


Offices  : 

Public  Health  Department,  123,  High  Street,  Lowestoft 

(Telephone  :  Lowestoft  782) 
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Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  District  During  the  Year. 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

No. 
By  the 
M.O.H. 

Inspected  Number  of  ships 
By  the  reported  as  having 
Sanitary  or  having  had 
Inspector  during  the  voyage 
infectious  disease  on 
board 

Foreign  Ports  138f 

9447f 

14 

53  — 

Coastwise 

425* 

52832* 

6 

78  — 

Total 

563 

62279 

20 

131  — 

^Includes  30  British 

fishing 

vessels  from  Calais  and  Boulogne, 

Tonnage  1880. 

Includes  29  yachts,  mostly  from  Ostend  and  Holland,  Tonnage  292. 


*Includes  159  yachts.  Tonnage  1567. 


Table  B.  Section  II. 

British  Fishing  Vessels — Number  of  Landings  by  British  Fishing 
Vessels  made  in  the  Port  during  the  year. 

Landings  Tonnage  Inspections 


Trawlers  .  2,136  128,160  320 

Drifters  .  2,859  114,360  280 


Character  of  the  Port 

The  Port  area  of  Lowestoft  is  divided  into  three  separate  entities 
consisting  of  the  Hamilton,  Waveney  and  Trawl  Market  used  by 
Trawlers  and  Drifters  for  the  landing  of  White  Fish  and  Herring 
(during  the  season),  and  North  and  South  Quays  situated  on  the 
banks  of  Lake  Lothing  west  of  the  swing  bridge  and  the  yacht  basin. 
The  North  and  South  Quays  are  used  by  the  merchant  ships  carrying 
timber,  salt,  stone,  etc.  The  West  end  of  the  North  Quay  is  also  used 
by  Trawlers  and  Drifters  for  coaling  and  general  repair  work  including 
dry  docking  and  slipping. 
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(a)  Passenger  traffic  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  passenger  traffic  at  this  port,  which  is  not  approved 
under  the  Aliens  Order,  1920. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  Imports — Timber  and  Salt. 

Principal  Exports — During  the  period  1st  September,  1952  to 
31st  December,  1952,  the  principal  exports  from  this  Port  were  as 
follows  : — 

13,255  crans  of  redded  herring  to  the  Mediterranean 
11,128  crans  of  pickled  herring  to  Russia 
1,309  crans  of  herring  ‘  Klondyked  ’  to  the  Continent 
7,272  crans  of  marinated  herring 
14,348  cans 

(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive. 

Bordeaux,  Bastia  (Corsica)  Gothenburg,  Torrevieja. 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  to  the  Port  consists  of  fresh  and  salt  mains  and 
the  fishing  port  comprising  Hamilton,  Waveney  and  Trawl  Docks  is 
served  by  5,160  ft.  of  fresh  water  main  and  4,290  ft.  of  salt  water 
mains.  The  discrepancy  is  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  salt  water 
supply  to  East,  West  and  South  wharves  of  the  Trawl  Market.  These 
wharves  being  used  only  for  docking  purposes.  There  is  no  water 
supply  to  the  South  Quay  but  fresh  water  points  are  provided  on  the 
North  Quay. 

Cleansing  of  the  Market 

No  alteration  has  been  effected  in  the  routine  methods  of  cleansing 
the  market  and  the  repair  and  modernisation  of  the  market  mentioned 
in  previous  reports  has  continued  to  give  effectual  proof  that  such 
work  can  ease  the  work  of  cleansing  considerably. 

Fish  Packing 

It  has  been  stated  in  various  trade  journals  that  Lowestoft  is 
establishing  for  itself  a  considerable  reputation  as  a  port  where  prime 
fish  in  good  condition  is  landed. 

The  department  feels  that  insofar  as  hygiene  of  fish  handling  at 
sea  is  concerned,  this  reputation  is  well  earned  as  the  condition  of 
the  fish  landed  during  the  year  under  review  was  generally  very  good. 

One  point  which  has  been  noted  is  a  disregard  by  a  small  minority 
in  the  handling  of  fish  itself.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that, legally, 
the  fish  must  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  before  an  authorised 
officer  is  empowered  to  seize  it,  but,  with  the  gradual  easing  of  the 
food  situation  and,  what  is  sometimes  felt  to  be  the  comparative  high 
price  of  fish  in  inland  towns,  there  is  one  other  body  which  has  a 
considerable  interest  in  the  fish  and  that  is  the  consuming  public. 
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It  is  of  little  interest  to  this  omnipotent  body  to  be  told  that  fish 
is  a  very  high  price  and  to  be  given  a  long  list  of  reasons  why  it  is  a 
high  price  when  as  they  view  the  prospective  food  on  the  fish-mongers 
slab  it  may  have  a  very  jaded  appearance. 

The  handling  and  packing  of  fish  must,  of  necessity,  become 
the  art  that  it  undoubtedly  was  during  the  inter-war  period.  The 
hooks  which  are  now  used  to  lift  the  metal  kits  about  are  undoubtedly 
a  boon  to  the  handlers  but  they  are  not  intended  for  lifting  fish  about. 
Again,  it  is,  no  doubt,  annoying  at  a  time  when  fish  is  in  high  demand 
with  its  consequent  high  price,  a  buyer  in  ensuring  that  he  will  buy 
the  best  quality  fish,  tips  a  10  stone  kit  on  the  market  and  pays  a  high 
price  for  it,  having  ascertained  that  it  is  good  value,  then  along  comes 
a  packer  and  shovels  the  fish  back  into  the  kit — how  often  are  the 
shovels  scrubbed  ? 

It  is  re-emphasised  that  these  practices  are  the  exception  rather 
than  the  rule  and  it  may  be  argued  that  only  one  or  two  fish  may  be 
damaged,  but  it  is  suggested  that  with  present  day  prices,  one  cannot 
afford  to  damage  any  fish  and  that  such  damage  may  not  become  truly 
apparent  until  the  time  when  the  fish  is  exhibited  for  sale. 

One  practice  which  continues  and  presumably  will  continue  is 
that  of  icing  back. 

Whilst  in  some  cases  it  is  desirable  that  good  quality  prime  fish 
should  not  be  wasted  it  must  be  emphasised  that  extreme  care  must 
be  taken  to  ensure  that  the  period  of  icing  back  for  overnight  does 
not  mean  icing  back  for  overlong. 


Transport  of  Fish 

As  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  this  phase  of  fish 
distribution  falls  into  two  main  categories  ;  Road  and  Rail. 

In  the  case  of  Road  Transport,  this  is  again  divided  into  two 
methods  ;  first,  where  individual  firms  operating  from  Lowestoft  only 
employ  their  own  lorries  for  despatching  the  fish  and  secondly,  where 
the  firm  employs  a  fleet  of  lorries  connecting  Lowestoft  and  other 
major  fishing  ports  with  a  central  distributing  station. 

In  dealing  with  a  commodity  such  as  fish,  it  is  felt  that  in 
spite  of  recent  advances  in  the  preservation  of  fish  as  near  as  possible 
to  the  condition  in  which  it  is  caught,  that  cleanliness  and  speed  must 
always  be  the  deciding  factors  in  placing  fresh  fish  on  the  tables  of 
inland  towns. 

Speed  in  sorting,  packing  and  despatch  of  fish  and,  to  a  greater 
degree  the  observance  of  cleanliness  in  each  of  these  phases.  There  is 
little  value  in  spending  time  and  money  in  sorting  and  cleaning  fish 
then  packing  it  into  a  container  which  is  either  soiled  or  has  seen 
“  better  days/’  No  amount  of  icing  over  will  cure  a  dirty  container,  in 
fact,  just  the  opposite  effect  is  obtained  for  as  the  ice  melts  into  water, 
bacterial  growth  which  may  have  been  inhibited  by  the  temperature 
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of  the  ice  again  becomes  active  with  the  rise  in  temperature  as  the  ice 
is  converted  into  water  and  the  bacterial  contamination  is  spread 
to  the  water  and  by  the  water  itself.  Thus,  until  all  fish  can  be  trans¬ 
ported  in  refrigerated  transporters  which  are  capable  of  being  easily 
cleaned  these  conditions  must  arise,  if  the  containers  themselves  are 
not  cleaned. 

The  Fleet 

It  is  difficult  to  give  fleet  numbers  as  the  port,  in  addition  to  a 
fleet  of  trawlers  numbering  approximately  70  which  use  the  port 
regularly,  there  is  a  fleet  of  drifter  /trawlers  using  the  Northern  and 
Western  ports  which  return  for  the  herring  fishing. 

The  modernisation  of  the  fleet  is  progressing  steadily,  several 
trawlers,  now  from  the  shipyards  have  been  added  and  several  existing 
trawlers  have  been  modernised  and  given  an  extremely  “  New  Look  ”. 

Others,  older  still,  have  been  broken  up. 

Modernisation  in  design  and  construction  of  new  fish  holds  and 
alteration  of  existing  fish  holds  is  resulting  in  easing  the  extremely 
specialist  task  of  keeping  the  fish  in  good  condition  whilst  at  sea  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  this  phase  of  fish  handling  has  improved  tremen¬ 
dously  during  the  last  few  years. 

Measures  Against  Rodents 

The  fishing  vessels  sailing  from  the  port  have  been  regularly 
inspected  and  certificates  issued  under  The  Prevention  of  Damage 
By  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order  1951. 

These  certificates  which  certify  that  the  vessel  is  free  from  rats 
are  valid  for  a  period  of  4  months.  The  Trawler  Owners  are  most 
co-operative  in  securing  that  the  fishing  vessels  are  maintained  free 
from  rats  and  readily  agree  to  pay  the  cost  of  deratisation  when  it 
becomes  necessary. 

Forty-seven  treatments  were  carried  out  and  in  all  cases  complete 
eradication  of  the  rats  was  obtained.  391  inspections  were  made  of 
fishing  vessels. 

A  survey  of  the  premises  adjoining  the  dock  area  was  commenced 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  should  be  completed  during  1953. 

It  was  necessary  to  point  out  to  some  ships  husbands  how 
important  it  is  that  when  drifters  or  trawlers  are  laid  up,  all  food¬ 
stuffs  should  be  removed  from  the  vessels.  Food  left  around  quickly 
leads  to  rat  infestation. 

Vermin 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  fishing  vessels  revealed  only  18  to  be 
infested  with  bugs.  These  were  disinfected  by  the  Disinfecting 
Assistant.  With  the  use  of  present  day  insecticides  the  eradication  of 
the  bed  bug  is  now  a  simple  matter  and  an  infested  fishing  vessel  should 
soon  become  a  thing  of  the  past. 
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